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TEST PIECES 
All Concert Bands, Big Bands and String Orchestras must present at least one of the pieces 
from the prescribed repertoire lists below. Please note, there is no set piece for Open Orchestra or 
Percussion Ensemble. Percussion Ensembles are invited to perform pieces that demonstrate fluent technique 
(rudiments) and a range of expressive capabilities. 
 
CONCERT BAND 
Section 1 Novice Band (any age, but less than two years’ playing experience) 
 Against the Clock – Jay Coles (Brolga) 

It Lurks in the Shadows – Emma Olsen (Brolga) 
Red Ribbons – Martin West (Brolga) 
 

Section 2 Junior Concert Band (Year 6 and younger) 
 Against the Clock – Jay Coles (Brolga) 

It Lurks in the Shadows – Emma Olsen (Brolga) 
Red Ribbons – Martin West (Brolga) 
 

Section 3A Intermediate Concert Band (Year 10 and younger) 
 Wonder – Brian Hogg (Brolga) 

X Factor – Michael Oare (Hal Leonard) 
 

Section 3B Intermediate Concert Band PLUS (open age) 
 Nil Sine Labore – Ralph Hultgren (Brolga) 

Our Yesterdays Lengthen Like Shadows – Samuel R. Hazo (Hal Leonard) 
 

Section 4 Advanced Concert Band (open age) 
 Bear – Edward Fairlie (Boosey & Hawkes) 

And Tears No Bitterness – Ralph Hultgren (Brolga) 
 
BIG BAND 
Section 5 Novice Big Band 
 Have You Got A Minute? – Alex Taylor ($135 available to purchase from 

ABODA SA, please email info@abodasa.com.au to order) 
 

Section 6 Intermediate Big Band 
 Stomping Ground – Thomas Voss ($135 available to purchase from 

ABODA SA, please email info@abodasa.com.au to order) 
 

Section 7 Advanced Big Band 
 Harlem River – Ross Irwin ($135 available to purchase from ABODA SA, 

please email info@abodasa.com.au to order) 
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STRING ENSEMBLE 
Section 8 Junior String Ensemble (Year 6 and younger) 
 Cook Strait Crossing – Laura Estes (Excelcia Music) 

Legend of the Dragon Chasers – Chris Thomas (MakeMusic) 
Music for a Night Sky – Jorge L. Vargas (Wingert-Jones) 
 

Section 9 Intermediate String Ensemble (open age) 
 Remembrance – Gary Fagan (Wingert-Jones) 

Volcano – Michael Hopkins (Belwin) 
 

Section 10A Advanced String Ensemble (open age) 
 River Stories – Yukiko Nishimura (Excelcia Music) 

Phantom Tangos – Brian Balmages (FJH Music Company) 
 

Section 10B Open Orchestra  
 No test piece (own choice)  

 
 
 
PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE 
Section 11A Open Percussion Ensemble (Tuned) 
 No test piece (own choice) 

 
Section 11B Open Percussion Ensemble (Untuned/drumline) 
 No test piece (own choice) 

 


